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February 2004 bus & coach registrations continue falling

February, like January, saw bus and coach registrations fall year on year.   The details behind the headline results for 2004 are in the following table.   The figures support industry views of decline for buses and stability or modest growth for coach registrations in the year ahead.

For all buses and coaches the rolling year to February at 13,183 vehicles was down by 278 units on the 2003 year end total.   The separate figures for buses and coaches were 12,106 and 1,077.   These were respectively a fall of 2.6 per cent and rise of 4.6 per cent on the 2003 year-end.

The year to February saw bus registrations over 8.5 tonnes fall 32.5 per cent on the same period last year.   Coach registrations were down in February, but up by over 56 per cent for the year to date.   Despite the unpromising start to the year, March may hold a few surprises as it often does for cars, vans and trucks.

In contrast to the current very confident, possibly overconfident, general economic outlook, the mood in the bus and coach market is reserved, gloomy and possibly over pessimistic.   This belies the quite modest trend decline that has set-in to date as the monthly markets show characteristic large year on year swings.   With long intervals between sale and registration, this is inevitable, but over time the data in this new report for the press should clarify the underlying trends in the market.

This is the second month for this new press release.    Its aim is to develop a greater awareness and understanding of the market using a more broadly based series of statistics.   The basis of the data is all vehicles registered with bus and coach body types.  It covers all the range, from mini buses to double deck buses and coaches.

If you have any questions, please call Robin Dickeson on +44(0)2 073 449 222

Mobile +44 07 974 435 641    E-mail rdickeson@smmt.co.uk

	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2004

	
	February
	% change*
	YTD 2004
	% change*
	Rolling year Feb 2004

	Total buses and coaches
	491
	-17.2%
	1,268
	-18.0%
	13,183

	Buses above 8.5t
	135
	-1.5%
	342
	-32.5%
	2,893

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single deck buses
	
	
	
	
	

	mini buses to 3.5t
	239
	-32.1%
	551
	-30.6%
	7,444

	3.5 – 8.5t
	92
	39.4%
	253
	51.5%
	1,769

	8.5 – 16t
	80
	105.1%
	168
	20.0%
	1,040

	16t +
	12
	50.0%
	50
	-48.0%
	432

	Single deck buses total
	423
	-9.0%
	1,022
	-14.6%
	10,685

	16t + Double Deck buses
	43
	-52.2%
	124
	-54.2%
	1,421

	All buses
	466
	-16.0%
	1,146
	-22.0%
	12,106

	All coaches
	25
	-34.2%
	112
	56.4%
	1,077

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	10
	-16.7%
	42
	68.0%
	199

	Coaches 16t+
	15
	-42.3%
	80
	50.9%
	878


Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)

*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
